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which standard is its judgment governed—is it furnished
from without, or is its origin subjective? A further
criterion is afforded by the direction of the thinker's con-
clusion, namely, whether or no the thinking has a pre-
ferential direction outwards. It is no proof of its extra-
verted nature that it is preoccupied with concrete objects,
since I may be engaging my thoughts with a concrete
object, either because I am abstracting my thought from
it or because I am concretizing my thought with it. Even
if I engage my thinking with concrete things, and to that
extent could be described as extraverted, it yet remains
both questionable and characteristic as regards the direc-
tion my thinking will take; namely, whether in its further
course it leads back again to objective data, external facts,
and generally accepted ideas, or not So far as the
practical thinking of the merchant, the engineer, or the
natural science pioneer is concerned, the objective direc-
tion is at once manifest. But in the case of a philosopher
it is open to doubt, whenever the course of his thinking
is directed towards ideas. In such a case, before deciding,
we must further enquire whether these ideas are mere
abstractions from objective experience, in which case they
would merely represent higher collective concepts, com-
prising a sum of objective facts ; or whether (if they are
clearly not abstractions from immediate experience) they
may not be derived from tradition or borrowed from the
intellectual atmosphere of the time. In the latter event,
such ideas must also belong to the category of objective
data, in which case this thinking should also be called
extraverted.
Although I do not propose to present the nature of
introverted thinking at this point, reserving it for a later
section, it is, however, essential that I should make a few
statements about it before going further. For if one
considers strictly what I have just said concerning

